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a   given  accumulation  of food  reappears   when
employed   in   one   way,  in   the efficiency of  a
permanent machine ;   and is, when employed  in
the other, so far as human purposes are concerned,
as completely lost as it would have been had  it
never existed.    But if we reconsider a fact which
was dwelt upon in our last" chapter, we shall see
that the difference is really much greater than this.
When the potential energy residing in so much
food  has been  converted  into the energy of so
much human labour, and when this is so directed
that a productive machine results from it, there is
in the machine, as Dr. Crozier  puts it, an inde-
finitely larger amount of "pure economic power,"
than that which has been expended in the work of
the labourers' muscles.    While the energy of the
labourers has merely resulted in a bottle, or a cage,
we may say, of sufficient strength, the  genius of
the man  who  directed  them  has   captured and
imprisoned an elemental slave in it, who, so long
as the cage confines him, will  supplement the
efforts of human muscle with his own.    But when
the energy latent in food is converted into such
efforts as dancing, the result produced is the equiva-
lent of the human effort only.  Thus in the modern
world of scientific enterprise and invention, to invest
capital in machinery and then live on the interest
from it, means to press into the service of mankind
an indefinite number of non-human auxiliaries, and
year by year to live on a part of the products which
these deathless captives are never tired of producing.